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expanding and thrilling with new life all around
us, it is an intolerable mistake not to bring the
minds of boys in touch with the modern spirit.
The history of Greece and Rome may well form
a part of modern education ; but we want rather
to bring the minds of those who are being edu-
cated into contact with the Greek and Roman
spirit, as part of the spirit of the world, than to
make them acquainted with the philological and
syntactical peculiarities of the two languages. It
may be said that we cannot come into contact
with the Greek and the Roman spirit except
through reading their respective literatures ; but
if that is the case, how can a system of teaching
classics be defended which never brings the vast
majority of the boys, who endure it, in contact
with the literature or the national spirit of the
Greeks and Romans at all ? I do not think that
classical teachers can sincerely maintain that the
average product of a classical school has any real
insight into, or familiarity with, either the language
or the spirit of these two great nations.
And if that is true of average boys educated
on this system, what is it that classical teachers
profess to have given them ? They will say
grip, vigour, the fortified mind. But where is